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And So it Begins… 
 

Our 2017-2018 school year is well underway.   The beginning of the school 
year is always an exciting and hectic time for students and parents.   High 
school is about change, growth, and development.  There is the opportunity to 
learn in new and exciting ways.  Your student will learn to collaborate,  
communicate, think creatively , and develop a sense of character.  All of those 
traits will occur when school and home are working closely together.   Togeth-
er we will form a tremendous partnership and the beneficiary of all of that 
love and care, challenge and support, nurturing and mentoring, is  
ultimately your child.   

 October—December 2017 

LATE STARTS 

Late start  Wednesdays began on August 

30th.  Although we had some students 

who forgot it was late start, overall it 

went well.  You 

should receive a 

School Reach call the 

night before to  

remind you of the 

late starts.  Please 

remember that even though the school 

day begins later for the students, the 

school is still operating under our  

normal hours.   

UPDATE CONTACT INFO 

 

Parents and Guardians, please con-

tact the Main Office if you have 

changed your address, phone num-

ber or e-mail address.  You may also 

need to update your emergency con-

tacts.  It is important that we have 

your up-to-date information in the 

event your student becomes ill or 

important information needs to be 

sent home via the telephone or e-

mail. 

Seniors, you can still get your picture taken for the 

2017-18 yearbook.  Picture retakes will be October 

11th and 12th.  These will be the only retake days 

that will be scheduled.   

SENIOR PICTURE RETAKES 



IRON PRIDE Wants You! 

The purpose of Iron Pride Organization is 

to increase the participation of parents, 

teachers and students 

in NCHS activities and 

to provide financial 

support for school re-

lated programs. 

They welcome new 

parents and encourage 

you to be involved at 

NCHS.  

There are a variety of places to volunteer 

in the Iron Pride Organization. You can 

view these opportunities at 

www.unit5.org/nchs.  Click the parents tab 

then the Iron Pride tab.  Monthly meeting 

times are also listed under the Iron Pride 

tab. 

If you have any questions you may  

contact them directly at :   

Ironpride.unit5@gmail.com. 

NCHS Newsletter 

Do you want to purchase quality clothing items 

that show your Ironman support?  The NCHS  

Spirit Store has a wide variety of spirit wear and 

items that you can purchase either for yourself or 

your student.  Spirit wear makes great birthday 

and Christmas gifts.   

 

Our spirit store is occasionally open before or af-

ter school, but know that there is a trailer set up 

at each home football  game full of merchandise.    

Stop by and check out the large variety the Spirit 

Store has. 

Little Iron Wear 

Our Iron Pride Spirit Club Store has heard our cry 

for Little Iron Wear!  They now have infant  

onesies and t-shirts.  They have onesies size 6 

month and 12 month and t-shirts in 18 month and 

24 month.  They will  also will be getting some 2T,  

3T and 4T t-shirts and hoodies. They carry youth 

sizes small - xlarge.  

 

Parents, remind your students to keep all 

items secured in either their locker or PE 

locker.  Many times, theft occurs as a result 

of items being left out in the open and not 

secured properly.   If your student becomes 

a victim of theft, he/she should come to the 

main office to fill out an incident report.  

The incident report will be given to Officer 

Flood for investigation, if appropriate.   

LOCK IT UP 



ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTER  

The Academic Support Center (ASC) is for stu-
dents that need assistance with their home-
work, study for tests, and to clarify concepts 
from classes in which they are struggling.   
Students may come to the ASC during their 
study halls, homerooms and lunch periods.  
 
There is an ASC After School Program that 
students can go to as well.  The after school 
program is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays until 5:00 PM in the IMC, and is 
staffed by certified teachers.  This service will 
begin on Tuesday, October 3rd. 
 
Students who stay after school must sign up 
to ride the After School Bus, if they plan on 
using that service.  The 5:00 pm bus has only 
limited stops.   (See page 7 for details) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Our first annual New Student Breakfast was 

hosted by Student Council on Friday, Sept. 

8th.  We had 48 new students attend.   

Students were treated to Denny's doughnuts 

and juice.   

 

Several Iron Hosts (a subcommittee of Stu-

dent Council) were present to welcome and 

visit with students.  Iron Pride donated 10  

t-shirts which were given away to some lucky 

new students as well.  We welcome all of our 

new Ironmen to NCHS! 
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NORMAL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

 

The success of Normal Community High School’s 
alumni events and development programs rely on 
the generosity of volunteers and graduates of 
NCHS.  The NCHS Alumni Association invites you 
to get into the action.  All students who graduate 
from NCHS become a member of the Normal Com-
munity Alumni Association.   
 
The Normal Community High School Alumni Asso-
ciation grants two awards, given annually, to hon-

or graduates and supporters 
of NCHS.  These recipients 
have demonstrated the high-
est levels of personal and pro-
fessional accomplishment, 
have devoted time and energy 
to the larger community and/
or the school in meaningful 

ways.  Through this program, we hope to build 
awareness of and bring honor to the valuable con-
tributions made by NCHS Alumni across the na-
tion.    
The Alumni Association meets once a month to 
plan alumni events to help stay connected with the 
school.  All NCHS Alumni are welcome at our meet-
ings.  We appreciate fresh ideas and would love to 
have NCHS graduates join us.   
                 (See meetings dates on last page.) 

Annual New Student Breakfast 

YEARBOOK 

If you have not picked up your 2016-17 yearbook, 

they can be picked up at the Greeter Station from 

8:00-3:30 Monday through Friday. 

If you did not order a 2016-17 yearbook, but would 

like to purchase one, we have a few extra.  Please 

contact Tana Sharp at the Greeter Station or  Mrs. 

Kelley at kellyjl@myunit5.org.  Cost of the yearbook 

is $70.00. 



FYI 
 

 No special occasion deliveries will be accepted 
such as flowers, food or balloons. 

 

 Food and/or beverages (except water) are not al-
lowed in the classroom unless previously ar-
ranged with your child’s teacher.  Delivery of out-
side food products during the school day is not 
permitted.  

 

 All visitors to campus must check in at the Greeter 
Station at the main entrance.  Visitors must sign-in 
and wear a visitor’s pass for the duration of their 
stay.  Visitors will be asked to provide a photo ID.  
The photo ID will be held at the Greeter Station 
until the visitor signs out of the  building. 

 

 We do not sanction or approve any unauthorized 
skip day by any group of students.  

 

 Parking on campus is a privilege.   Cars can get 
ticketed or towed if they are parked in unauthor-
ized parking spaces or do not display a parking 
sticker. 

 

 Check the www.unit5.org/nchs website often.  It is 
updated on a regular basis and offers pertinent 
information regarding events at Normal Commu-
nity High School. 
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Unit 5 Winter Weather Procedure 

 
Student and staff safety is the ultimate factor 
when deciding if school should be can-
celled. The decision-making process 
begins just after midnight with moni-
toring of the forecast, calls to law 
enforcement for information on 
road conditions, and consultation 
with other area school districts. 
Also, district officials physically drive 
throughout McLean County in the early morning 
hours to inspect bus routes.  
 
As soon as a decision is made, the information will 
appear immediately on the Unit 5 Website. That is 
the fastest way to learn about a school closure. It 
will also be featured through local media outlets, 
including radio and television, and on the Unit 5 
Facebook page. A School Messenger phone call 
will also be issued to parents as quickly as possi-
ble.    

HAUNTCERT 

 Normal Community High School Orchestra is performing at the annual “Hauntcert”, a Halloween con-

cert for children!  It is a themed, interactive concert that includes audience participation, special effects, 

raffles, etc.  Young audience members are encouraged to wear costumes.  

Although a great deal of the music for these concerts is considered popular music, a solid classical com-

ponent is also included.  The Bloomington-Normal community has truly embraced this concert.  
Performances are always standing room only.    

The Hauntcert will be on October 19th at 7:00 p.m. This is a free 

concert that appeals to all ages. 



  

NCHS  

GUIDANCE NEWS 

 

College Craze Tuesdays 
 
Colleges will give a presentation about their school and then time will be allowed for Q&A. This is 
a great opportunity for students to learn more about certain types of colleges (even if they don't 
see themselves attending one of the ones listed).  Meetings are in the Senior Cafeteria at the be-
ginning of the hour. 
  

   October 3: ISU, 1st hour 
   October 3: Bradley, 2nd hour 
   October 17: IL Wesleyan, 2nd hour 
   October 24: EIU, 1st hour 

 
Find us Electronically 
 

   Check out our website: www.unit5.org/domain/1105 
   Like our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ironmencounseling/ 
   Join us on Twitter: @ironcounseling 
   Remind (for all grade levels: Text @nchsiron to 81010 to join. 

  
Evening Events 
 

   College Night - all grade levels 
             Monday, October 23 at 6:00 PM in NCHS Auditorium 
  

   College Application Workshop - seniors 
             Tuesday, October 24 at 5:30 – 7:30 PM in NCHS IMC 
 

   FAFSA workshop - seniors/senior parents 
             Thursday, October 26 at 5:30 – 7:30 PM in NCHS IMC  

Important Dates 

   September 1, 2017 - December 21, 2017 
             HCC Dual Credit student registration for 2018-19 school year - current sophomores and    
             Juniors.  For more information, visit https://www.unit5.org/Page/10234 
  
  

   Wednesday, October 11, 2017 
      PSAT/NMSQT exam - juniors only 
      For more information, visit the NCHS Counselor Website: https://www.unit5.org     
      Page/2248 

 

ISAC @ NCHS 
An Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) Representative will be at NCHS assisting stu-
dents every Friday on college related issues.  Financial Aid, scholarships, and applications are just 
a few ways Gina Widmer will assist our students.  Students can stop in the IMC on Fridays 10:30-
2:30 or talk to their counselor to be referred.  Her contact information is located on our webpage: 
https://www.unit5.org/Page/2777 
 
 

 

https://www.unit5.org/Page/10234
https://www.unit5.org/Page/2248
https://www.unit5.org/Page/2248
https://www.unit5.org/Page/2777


ABSENCES  
FROM  

SEMESTER EXAMS 
 

If a student is absent from an exam, arrangements 
must be made by the student to reschedule that ex-
am. Any students who are truant during semester  
exams will receive a zero (0) for the exam.  
 
The Associate Principal, Nikki Maurer, will only ap-
prove prearranged absences from semester exams 
under special circumstances.  If a prearranged ab-
sence is not approved and a student chooses to be 
absent, the absence will be treated as truancy and a 
grade of  “zero” will be given for the missed exams. 
 
If a student is sick the day of the exams or becomes 
ill during an exam, the parent and/or student will 
need to call/email the student’s Assistant Principal 
to arrange a make up time for the missed exams. 
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HOMECOMING 
 
 
 
 

Step right up and participate in the most 
spectacular homecoming on earth.  The Cir-
cus theme will bring the fun of the big top 
tent to homecoming this year.  Homecoming 
week begins on October 1st with Powder Puff 
and a Bonfire.  Festivities will continue 
through the week and will end October 7th 
with the homecoming dance.   
 
The dance will be from 8:00 to 10:30 and 
ticket costs are $10.00 per person.  If you are 
bringing an outside guest, you must have 
turned in a permission slip by Thursday, 
Sept. 28th.     
 
ATTENTION:  Ewing Castle has a wedding 
booked on October 7th.  Please do not go to 
Ewing Castle to take homecoming pictures. 

The Miracle Worker  

November 3, 4, 9, 10, 11 at 7pm   
November 5 at 2pm 

 
The Miracle Worker is a dramatic work  
derived from Helen Keller's autobiog-
raphy “The Story of My Life.”  It describes the 
relationship between Helen, a deaf, blind, and 
mute child, and Anne Sullivan, the teacher 
who introduced her to education, activism, 
and international stardom. 
 
19 students will appear on stage, and an  
additional 20-25 will serve in technical roles. 
 
Tickets are $3 for students and $8 for 
adults.  Tickets are sold at the door, and  
seating is general admission.  You won’t want 
to miss this! 

NCHS Theater  

Presents 

The Miracle Worker 



After School Bus Stops 
 

  Central Catholic 
  Wing Over 
  Ireland Grove 
  Rockingham Drive 
  Lincoln Square 
  North Meadows 
  Orlando/Northbrook 
  The Landings 
  College & Towanda 
  Tracy Drive 
  Southgate 
  Hilltop 
  South Meadows 
  Shelbourne & Beech 
   Shelbourne & School 
  Greenbriar Drive 

AFTER SCHOOL BUS (5:15 departure) 
The after school bus is for students who need to stay after school for help with a teacher, attend the af-
ter school ASC tutoring center or have an after school practice.  The bus runs Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.  It leaves school promptly at 5:15 pm.  

If your student is interested in riding the after school bus, he or she must have the teacher, coach or 
sponsor sign them in that day. 

The stops are not necessarily the same stops that students get picked up on their regular bus route.   
Below is a list of  all stops made by the after school Bus.   
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Normal Community High School 

ATTENDANCE HOTLINE 

309-557-4450 

NCHS Newsletter 

ATTENDANCE 

If your student needs to be absent all day or just part of the day, please call our attendance hotline to 

report the absence.   

 For early dismissal, please allow at least two hours notice in the early morning hours.  One hour  

notice is appreciated for all other absences.   

 For late arrivals, please let us know as soon as possible so that we know where your student is. 

 Please be aware that pulling your child from PE/swimming or Driver’s Ed can be difficult for them.   

These classes either require a change of clothing or rescheduling of behind the wheel time which 

might be logistically difficult.   

 Please be aware that student are not allowed to leave for lunch, as we have a closed campus policy 

for both high schools in Unit 5.    

 Whenever  possible, please try to make all appointments after school,  on extended school breaks, 

institute days, and/or holidays. 

 You may pull up to the sidewalk outside the front doors to pick up your student if they were previ-

ously called out.  There is no need to come in to the building.  If you must come in to the building , 

you need to enter at the front doors and check in at the Greeter Station.  If you are entering the 

building, you must leave a photo ID with the Greeter. 

 Our attendance is taken for each of the 8 periods of the day.  If your student leaves during any class 

period, they will be marked absent for the whole period. 

 Please review your student handbook for a list of excused and unexcused absences. 



 NORMAL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

OCTOBER 

       1  Sun.  Powder Puff and Bon fire  4:00 p.m.—9:00 pm 
       2  Mon.  Choir Concert    7:00 p.m. 
       2  Mon.  Ironmen Volleyball Game   6:00 pm (Big Gym) 
       4  Wed.  Picture Retake 9th, 10th and 11th 7:30 am—4:00 pm
    Battle of the Bands   6:00 p.m. 
       6  Fri.  Homecoming Tailgate   4:30 p.m.—7:00 pm 
    Homecoming Football Game  7:00 p.m. 
       7  Sat.  SAT test    8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
    Homecoming Dance   8:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
       9  Mon.  Columbus Day    No School 
      11  Wed.                    PSAT     8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
    Alumni Meeting   7:00 p.m. (IMC) 
   11-12  Wed. / Thurs. Picture Retake—Seniors  7:30 pm—4:30 p.m. 
      16                   Mon.  Iron Pride PTO Meeting  6:30 p.m. 
      18  Wed.  Late Start     
      19  Thurs.  Hauntcert    7:00 p.m.    
  23-26                Mon.-Thurs. Parent Teacher Conferences  Arranged w/ Teachers 
      26   Thurs.  Band Concert    7:00 p.m. 
      28  Sat.  ACT Test    8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

       1  Wed.  Late Start     

     3-4  Fri. – Sat. Fall Play    7:00 p.m. 
       4  Sat  SAT test    8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

       5  Sun.  Fall Play    2:00 p.m. 

       8  Wed.  Alumni Meeting   7:00 p.m. 

    9-11  Thur.—Sat.  Fall Play    7:00 p.m. 
   22-24  Wed. - Fri. Thanksgiving Break (No School) 
      27  Mon.  Iron Pride PTO Meeting  6:30 p.m. 

 

DECEMBER 
       1  Fri.  Madrigals Dinner   6:30 p.m. 

       2  Sat.  SAT Test    8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
    Madrigals Dessert   1:00 p.m.  

    Madrigals Dinner   6:30 p.m. 

       7  Thur.  Choir Holiday Concert   7:00 p.m. 

       9  Sat.  ACT test    8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

     12  Tues.  Orchestra Winter Concert  7:00 p.m. 

     13  Wed.  Late Start     

    Alumni meeting   7:00 p.m. 

     14  Thur.  Winter Band Concert   7:00 p.m. 

     22– 1/5   Winter Break     
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